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First Austrian Symposium on the History of Mathematics 
Mathematics-Stimulating or Stimulated? 
The subject of the symposium is the interplay between “pure” and “applied” 
mathematics in history and will be held November 9-15, 1986, Neuhofen/Ybbs, 
Lower Austria (between Linz and Vienna). The estimated costs are 2300/2100 
Austrian Shillings (single/double room) and include food, one excursion, and 
congress volume. 
Anyone interested in receiving details of this meeting should write to: 
Dr. Christa Binder 
Institut fiir Technische Mathematik 
Technische UniversitPt Wien 
Wiedner Hauptstrasse 6-10 
A - 1040 Wien, ijsterreich 
Telephone: 0222-X01/538 1 
History and Pedagogy of Mathematics Study Group 
On March 3 1, April 1,2, 1986, The Americas Section of the International Study 
Group for the History and Pedagogy of Mathematics (HPM) will hold its annual 
meeting before the National. Council of Teachers of Mathematics meeting in 
Washington D.C. at the Smithsonian’s National Museum of American History. 
The meeting will begin Monday morning, March 31, with a session of contrib- 
uted papers. The afternoon session on Monday will be conducted by Dr. Uta 
Merzbach, Curator of the Division of Mathematics at the Smithsonian. After 
discussing the role of the government in mathematics, she will give a presentation 
about the mathematical materials in the collection, including slides of items on 
display as well as related items of interest which are in storage. She has an 
immense knowledge of the history of mathematics as well as a great interest in its 
pedagogical value, so we can look forward to a lively presentation and discussion. 
Handouts on items in the mathematics and computer collection, the educational 
material which is given to the museum docents, and information on how to order 
photos and slides of items in the collection will be distributed at this time so that 
you can look it over before the next morning. 
In the evening a reception will be held at the old Naval Observatory. It is in the 
same stately wooded enclosure on Massachusetts Avenue where the Vice Presi- 
dent’s home is located. The building alone is worth the trip, but it will also be 
possible to view part of the Observatory’s magnificent collection of rare mathe- 
matical books. This will be followed by a tour of the building where time is kept 
for the United States. 
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On Tuesday morning there will be an opportunity to take a careful look at the 
objects on display in the museum before it opens. The Dibner Rare Book Room at 
the Smithsonian may also be open for a look at the several cases of rare bodks 
which will be on special display. These will include classics of mathematics as 
well as books from the textbook tradition, with an emphasis on American text- 
books. It may be possible to arrange to see books of special interest if specific 
requests are made known to Professor Rickey (address below) sufficiently in 
advance of the meeting in order to make the necessary arrangements. 
The afternoon will be devoted to a discussion of the museum and library collec- 
tions, and how such materials can be put to advantage in the classroom. Next will 
be a presentation on “Mathematics and Music” by Steven and Joanna Schot. He 
is Professor of Mathematics at American University and she is head of the hydro- 
dynamics division at the David T. Taylor Model Boat Basin. On Wednesday 
morning at the National Gallery of Art Dr. Arthur Wheelock, Curator of European 
Painting, will discuss mathematics and optics in the paintings of Vermeer. 
Interest in preparing historical modules for classroom use is still one of this 
section’s primary interests, so all are encouraged to bring samples of what they 
have done for distribution to all in attendance. 
For further details, or to place your name on the HPM mailing list, please write 
to: 
Professor V. Frederick Rickey 
Department of Mathematics and Statistics 
Bowling Green State University 
Bowling Green, Ohio 43402-0221 
History and Philosophy of Mathematics Meeting 
The 1986 Annual Meeting of the Canadian Society for History and Philosophy 
of Mathematics/Societe canadienne d’histoire et de philosophie des mathCmati- 
ques will be held at the University of Manitoba on May 26-28, 1986, in conjunc- 
tion with the Canadian Learned Societies Conference. 
Typically, the program features one or two invited speakers and ten to fifteen 
contributed papers. The larger part of the program is devoted to original historical 
research; another significant part is devoted to the application of history and 
philosophy to the teaching of mathematics. 
Papers are sought on all aspects of the history and philosophy of mathematics. 
Abstracts should be received by April 1, 1986. 
For further information, please write to: 
R. Willard 
Department of Pure Mathematics 
University of Waterloo 
Waterloo, Ontario N2L 3G 1, Canada 
